From Flames to Felling:
The Impact of Environmental
Degradation on Wildlife inTwo
Glohal Cities

The planet's natural landscapes are changing quickly due to
environmental degradation in all of its manifestations, which has a
significant impact on both ecosystems and urban life. Cities around the
world are dealing with crises that, in spite of their disparate locations and
Nistha situations, have one unsettling thing in common: the deliberate

Bhattacharjee destruction of habitats that are essential to the survival of wildlife.

M. Sc. 2nd Year The fierce wildfires in Los Angeles and the gradual loss of habitat along
Department of the Hyderabad Central University (HCU) land row are two events that
Environmental Science appear to be unrelated, but they demonstrate how widespread this
Asutosh College phenomenon is. Both highlight the precarious existence of urban wildlife
in the face of growing human ambition, despite the fact that one is rapid
and catastrophic and the other is slow and sneaky. Analyzing these crises
reveals a universal truth: cities run the risk of becoming desolate places if
immediate, coordinated action is not taken.

Flames of Destruction: Los Angeles Wildfires

A glaring example of environmental vulnerability is Los Angeles, a city
renowned for its glitz, glamour, and sprawl. Due to a combination of

climate change, drought, rising temperatures, and poor land management,
California's wildfire season has gotten longer and more intense over the
last few decades. Millions of acres of natural landscapes have been
destroyed by fires like the Woolsey, Thomas, and Camp Fires, frequently
in a matter of days. Wildlife is immediately and significantly impacted.
As fires consume their habitats, native species like the California
mountain lion, mule deer, bobcats, and innumerable smaller mammals
and birds are in danger of being wiped out. While many animals cannot
escape, those that do frequently run into human neighborhoods, resulting

in collisions, rescues, and conflicts that put them in even greater danger.
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The effects persist even after the fire has subsided. In
addition to increasing soil erosion and contaminating
waterways with ash and debris, fires deprive
landscapes of vegetation. Invasive species are drawn in
by the loss of native vegetation, which upsets the
natural equilibrium and frequently makes ecosystems
more susceptible to fire in the future. Recovery is far
from assured for many species, especially those with
restricted ranges or specific habitat requirements. These
wildfires exacerbate the issue they cause in the larger
release
the

atmosphere, creating a feedback loop that predicts

climate equation. Every significant fire

enormous amount of carbon dioxide into
future fire seasons that will be even hotter, drier, and
more destructive.

The Silent Crisis: Land Disputes at Hyderabad
Central University

The Hyderabad Central University campus, on the
other side of the world, presents a more subdued but no
less concerning image of environmental deterioration.
The campus, which spans more than 2,000 acres, was
formerly a wildlife sanctuary in the middle of the
fourth-largest city in India. Peafowl, hares, reptiles, and
numerous resident and migratory birds were among the
many species that called this oasis of rocky outcrops,
semi-arid forests, and natural water bodies home.
and institutional

However, human encroachment

growth, rather than natural disasters, are the main
threats to this priceless ecological sanctuary.

Controversial land disputes have arisen over the past
ten years as a result of mounting demands for academic
infrastructure and pressure for real estate development.
Once-green spaces are being paved over to make way

for new structures, roads, and commercial.

Although less obvious than in the wake of a fire, the
effects on wildlife are severe. Animal populations
become isolated when pathways connecting various
habitat areas are blocked. Natural behaviors, like
seasonal migrations or foraging patterns, are disturbed,
genetic diversity declines, and the chance of inbreeding
increases. The campus's already delicate aquatic
ecosystems are in danger due to pollution and drainage
modifications. While wildfires use smoke and flame to
proclaim their destruction, HCU's decline occurs
covertly, year after year, inch by inch. The cumulative
effects, which include a gradual erasure of biodiversity
from the urban fabric, are equally catastrophic if
nothing is done.

Patterns Across Continents: Common Threads of

Degradation

Though their contexts differ, the Los Angeles wildfires

and the Hyderabad land disputes reveal strikingly

similar patterns in how urbanization and environmental

neglect imperil wildlife:

1. Habitat Loss and Fragmentation

Whether consumed by flames or cleared by bulldozers,

the loss of contiguous habitats reduces the carrying
capacity for wildlife.  Fragmentation isolates

populations, increases mortality risks, and degrades the
ecological integrity necessary for species survival.

2. Displacement and Human-Wildlife Conflict

As natural spaces shrink, displaced animals inevitably
This leads to

increased conflict — whether mountain lions in Los

move closer to human settlements.

Angeles suburbs or monitor lizards on HCU's roads —
often resulting in harm to wildlife and, occasionally,

humans.
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3. Collapse of Ecosystem Services
Wildlife plays vital roles in pollination, pest control,

seed dispersal, and maintaining water cycles. When
biodiversity declines, so too do the ecosystem services
that sustain urban health, exacerbating issues such as
poor air quality, extreme heat, and flooding.

4. Climate Amplification

Both crises feed larger environmental trends. Wildfires
emit greenhouse gases that accelerate climate change,
while the destruction of green spaces diminishes urban
carbon sinks, intensifying the urban heat island effect
and further stressing ecosystems.

Conclusion
In the burning hills of Los Angeles and the disputed
grounds of Hyderabad Central University, the future of

urban wildlife hangs precariously.

Both cities, which are representative of worldwide
urbanization patterns, demonstrate that environmental
deterioration is a component of a larger, global crisis
rather than a singular issue. The tales of dispersed
peafowl populations and displaced mountain lions
serve as a reminder that human survival and prosperity
are closely intertwined with the state of the natural
world. Cities must accept nature's presence within them
rather than seeing it as a barrier to overcome if they are
to continue to be resilient and livable. Urgent action,
humility, and foresight are necessary for the future. As
essential to city development as technology and finance
must be environmental stewardship. Then and only
then can we hope to turn the tide from fire and
cities and

destruction to a future of thriving

ecosystems.

n.bhattacharjee2002@gmail.com
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